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FORTS IN THE BAY
PLAY HAVOG WITH
DICKINS VESSELS

Six Ships of the “Hostile”
Fleet Theoretically
Sunk.

'TEXAS AFOUL OF A MINE

In Imagination the Big Bat-
tleship Goes to Bottom
of the Sea.

BALTIMORE, Md., June 12 —Chesa-
pecke bay is safe for the present.

The ‘hostile’” fleet under Admiral
Dickins attacked Forts Howard, Car-
‘roll, Armistead, and Smallwcod early
: this morning and was badly smashed
! by mines and the suns of the fort. Of
‘the sixteen vessels comprising the at-
i tacking fieet, six were sunk, theoreti-
: cally.

The battleship Texas led the assault
. on the fort. Under cover of the fire of
! the big armored ships, the Newark sail-
! ed up the bay but was speedly sunk by
: the men of Fort Howard. The Texas
- went afoul of a mine and in imagination
! went to the bottom of the sea. Four
, torpedo boats went down under the
distructive fire from the forts.

. The other ships of Dickins fleet are

. the cruisers Atlanta, the training ship
. Hartford, the monitors Florida, Nevada, |
; Puritan and Arkiasas, and the scouts
‘o! the fleet, the Hornet and Sylph, and
the Sylvia.

Tests of Colors Made.

One interesting point in the mimic war
was the fact that the vessels of the at-

: tacking squadron were painted different
. colors, so as to determine which color

was the most difficult to pick up with
a searchlight.

The Texas, the Newark, the Atlanta,
the Terror, the Puritan, the Hornet, the
Sylph, and the Sylvia were painted
The Florida, the Arkansas, and
the Nevada were a dull khaki, green.
The Hartford was black, and the tor-
pedo crait were palnted a. dark brown-

ln the nmin me war game is simple in

object. Its general purpose is to test
the defenses of Baltimere and Wash-
ington. Besides ascertaining once more
the effextiveness of these works of the
. army and navy, the exercises will show
the best point for warships when ac-
tively en ed in war, and afford ex-
perience in the laying and evasion of
tcrpedoes and in general gun practice.
The big guns, however, will nct be fired,
owing to the great cost.

No Trick¥s Are Induiged.

The game is officially called ‘‘joint ex-
ercise,” as distinguishing the present
operations from what are known as
*joint maneuvers.” There is no inten-
tion of trying to obtain a victory either
for the army or for the navy. No
tricks are beilng indulged, nor any at-
tempt made on the part of one com-
mander to outwit another. The week's
work will be more prosaic than that.
What is wanted are certain facts col-
lected by observant officers who must
have time and opportunity to wield pen-
cib and pens. Representatives from the

are on the ships and sallors afe
m the forts.

The commander of the land forces is
Major General Wade, commanding the
Department of the Atlantic, who came
here from Governor's Island to take
charge of the defenses,

The army force consists of fifty-onc
companies of coast artillery, a number
which represent about 5 per cent of the
total strength of that branch of the
service.

. Like the Real Thing.

The demonstration against the forts
was s0 much Hke the real thing last
mieht that those who witnessed it had
@8 the sensations of Togo and Rogest-
wvensky. Contrary to expectation, the
scout hoats from the forts sent in the
startling information at 1:30 that the at-
tacking fleet was in sight and making
its way up stream. The moon was well
up, but hidden behind banks of clouds.

In a minute the signals at Sandy
Point were flashing the same news to
the forts, and at once the searchlights
began to sweep over the water. Nor
was this a moment too soon., Before
they had completed a thorough search
of the waters the light fell on the low-
lying black huils of three torpedo boats
that were attempting to sneak past the

forts without lights. Before a gun
could be fired there was a sharp jang-
ling of a bell in the fort, which told

that one of the boats had struck a
mine. The cothers held thelr headway,
and the command was glven to open
firc. Immediately the forts broke into
a ribbon of flame, and in the quiet of
the night the blank one-pounder charges
sounded llke the real roar of the 12-
inch guns from which they were fired.
The blackness and silence which had
al! along surrounded the boats now
gave place to the blaze and roar of
their guns as they returned the fort's

fire. Flashes were plainly seen from the
buildings on the high grounds of the
eity.

THE WEATHER REPORT.

['nsettled weather prevails this morn-
ing over the Atlantic States, and there
have been general showers from New
England southwestward into Texas and
New Mexico, and also local showers in
the upper lake region and the north Pa-
cific mtea.

1t is somewhai cooler in the lower

e region and Ohio valley, and slightly
l::rm:flover most of the remaining dis-

tricts.

TEMPEILA’I URE.

MIMIC WAR RAGES ALONG THE HISTORIC SHORES OF THE CHESAPEAKE

PHOTN COFYRICHT (905 BY CLINEDINST

SHOT 10 DEATH

Edward Steele Victim of
William Pruitt.

OLD GRUDGE IS RECALLED

Taunts Lead to Threats and Threats
to Fatal Use of Hunting
Guan.

Shot througn :tc :ight hand and ab-
domen in a quarrel with Willlam Pruitt,
a palnter, at the latter's home near An-
acostia yesterday afternoon, Edward
Steele, an employe in the local navy
vard, was sent to the Washington Hos-
pital, and died there shortly after 9
¢'clock this morning.

Pruitt, who admits that he shot Steele
while in a drunken brawl, was taken to
Police Headquarters this morning, where
his phetograph and measurements were
given to Superintendent Edward Evans,
of the Bureau of Criminal Identification,
Without being told of the death of his
victim, he was taken back to the Fifth
precinct station, where he was incar-
cerated for the night. A charge of maur-
der was registered against him. It is
probable that he will attend the
which Coroner Nevitt will hold over the
body of Steele tomorrow morning at 11
o'clock.

rruitt lived In the old Naylor man-
sfon, in the heart ¢f the woods near
Twining City. There is8 a broad ex-
panse of territory around his home, and
all this is covered by his lease.
is a great hunter, and it was with one
of hig single-barrel! shotguns that he
kilied Steele yesterday afterroon.

AT A CARDUSAL,

inquest |

Pruitt |

D/SAPPEARING CURT &
FERT WASHINGCTOR

FAT:::z,rgano T_TEXA\S‘ %

A Severe

Crawford Put Through

Examination

For two hours this morning, and as
many this afternoon, William G. Craw-
fcrd underwent a severe cross-examina-
tion by Major Holmes Conrad, the spe-
cial attorney employ by the Govern-
ment to assist the Dis(vict Attorney in
the prosecution of the postoffice fraud
cases.

Throughout the length of the cross-
examination the witness maintained his
composure, althoug twice he

zh cnce or
answered the guestions of his examincer
in a sharp tone of volce. Major Conrad

brought to6 bear all art in cross-ex-
amination, and never lost &n oppor-
{ tunity to remind the defendaint of an
apparent contradiction.

Some time was dcvoted to the ex-
planation of Crawford's statement of
why he received rem nces from
Lorenz. Major Conrad pinned Crawford

down to his specific reasons for accept-
ing these remittances, 1 then asked
explanations of his actions along other

lines not included In those speeific mo-

will

session

cross-examination
consume most of the

probably
LOROIrTOwW

Steele, who lived on the James I3,
Thompson farm in Prince George
county, Md., was as much of a hunter
as Pruitt,
many trips and had becn on the most
friendly terms for years.

Last fall Stecie and his son
hunting for ortolans or rails,
trespassed upon Pruitt’s land.
latter, not knowing who was
property, procured a gun and
the two supposed strangers oif.
he discovered the identity of the
passers he tried to make amends
welcomed them to his home. After
this occurrence Steele never seemed the
same.

went
and
The
on his
ordered
When
tres-
and

Keg of Beer Tapped.

Yesterday a kog of beer was tapped
in Pruitt’s home. The drinking began
about 10 o’clock, and at 3 o'clock the
members of the party had become suf-
ficiently familiar to deal in personali-
ties and to tell storfes about one an-
other.

“I remember,” said Steele, “‘that me
and my boy come mighty nigh being
filled plum full o’ buckshot one raw day
las’ fall.”

“Take ker there now, Steele,” warned
Pruitt.  *“You treading on my corns,
and I'm just full 'nough of hooze now
to finish up that little job 1 started on
Uml day you was on my land.’

‘Aw, you wouldn’t shoot a chicken,
PH1,"” sald Steele, as he laughed in his
'L:.::s of beer,
e Repeatedly Deri itr.
THE SUN. P dly Derided Pruitr
Sun sets todAY .....cccceciiiiiiaaiaiiin 7:25] Pruitt stamped around the room for a
Sun rises OMOTTOW ..oorirrrrnrraarss 4:3 | while, drank more %eer, and then final-
e e ly answered Stecle, telling him that it
High tid tod'l{’I'DE TALE ...... 3:35 p.m. | wasn't right to bring up old grudges and
Lo‘w w‘!': today ey ) ..10:12 p.m. | rub salt in old wounds. Steele repeat-
tomorrow ..4:08 a.m., 4:28 p.m. R
ﬂ:rht&getomorrow -11:00 a.m., 11:09 p.m, | 4Continued on Second Page.)

with whom he had been on!

{morning. The defense
{ine two or three witness
| ernment will take up a
| It is hardlv probable
go to the jury
It is hardly probable
adiourn Thursday
day, ax usual
Crawford Cross-Examined.

Prior to the resumption of the cross-
examination of Crawford, Mr. Worth-
ington obtained permission to ask the
witness one or two questions viich

ill then exam-
and the Gov-
vt rebuttal.
that th ecase will
until Tuesday or Wed-
that the case

will
afternoon until Mon-

had slipped his memory in the examina-

Mr. Werthington cailed Cra
attention to a statement mad by Lor-
enz to the effect that Crawford told him |
that he (Crawford) had made arrange-!

wiord's |

ments with Machen for the insertion |
of an item In the specifications permit-
ting the use of other materials besides
leather.

“Did you make any such arrange-
ment with Machen?” Mr. Worthington
zuskodA

“*No, sir; I did not

'\I.zjux Conrad then t(mk up the cross-
examination where Le ?t off last
Thursday.

The first point touched upon was the
difference between Lorenz's and Craw-
ford's statements in regurd to the time
when they entered into thelir ag:«
ments.

On his examination {n chief, Crawford

e~

s2id that it was some time about April
17,- 1902,
Major Conrad tigmned to the state-

ment of Crawford, 1aade before Fourth
Agsistant Postmaster Generai Bristow,
in ‘\1 Ly, 1903,

“Why did you tell Mr ]:aim w that
it was in the early part of May, 19057

Is your memory better now lhun it vvas

Inot called upon
tion in chief ’41) ¢ .d pon the

Throughout the Length of Major Conrad’s
Questioning, However, the Defendant in
Postal Case Maintains His Composure.

over two years Major
asked.

“I told Mr. Bristow,” said Crawford,
it I thought it was about the first
viay. At that time I had not con-
sulted any of the letters or documents
fixing the date.’

Explains His Question.

In trying to call Crawford's attention
to the differenoce between his statement
and that of Lorenz,- Major Conrad made
a long statement in explanation of his

ago?”’ Conrad

{ qQuestion.

I object to the counsel making
argument to the jury,”
Worthington.

“Have I got to be confined to the set
form lhnt is pursued in the examination
in chief,” demanded Major Conrad of
the court. * nnot 1 call the witness’

attention to a contradictery statement
made by him?

“I do not see any -.(‘r,;..siun for making
a statement of facts,” ruled Justice
Wright, in sustain ing t) e objection.

Shown 014 Letters.

Major Conrad next called the atten-
tion of the witness to the letter written
by him to the New York Leather and
Paint Company, on April 18, 102, telling
of his distrust of Iorenz, and requesting
that they “‘turn him down’ if he called
to see them about materials. his letter
was written the day after Crawford
said the agreement was entered Into be-
tween himself and Lorenz.

“How came {t that you wrote this let-
ter, telling of your distrust of Lorenz,
the very dav after you had made a busi-
nesg connection with him?*

Crawford e ined that Lorenz left
the hotel and ty very suddenly, pend-
ing an engaigement with him. This cre-
ated some distrust. Confidence was re-
stored when he found that Lorenz had
company, and was

an
interrupted Mr.

Conrad

Major
written bv Crawford on House of Repre-

referred to a letter
se m itives staticnery.

lanation of the

Ie asked for an

use of House paper.
At the time this letter was intro-
duced,”” s ajor Conrad, “Mr. Worth-
ington 18 you if you were in Con-
gress—
“I made no such accusation,” inter-
rupted that attorney.
Crawford explained that Mr. Polk, his

partner, did some work for Congress-
men and had House stationery in the
office.
Defendant Again Explains.

Crawford was asked to repeat in de-
tajl all of the reasons which caused
him to accept remittances from Lorenz;
why Leorenz made payments to him,
ete, The defendant again explained
how I.orenz was anxious for prompt re-
mittances. which were impossible in
view of the strap matter, as straps were
to be furnished by the Government, and
an adjustment made at the end of the
figcal year. This made it impossible to

(Continued on Fifth Page.)

FEar-Apmrrar. Dickews

ASPHALT BOOKS
SHOWN T0 TAFY

Indicate $5,000 Check Was
in Exehange.

OTHER WITNESSES HEARD

Ira Atkinson Denies Ary Knowledge cof

Facts in Bowen-Loomis

Controversy.

The cash books and other volumes
showing the financial transactions of tha
New York and Bermudez Asphalt Com-
pany in Venezuela during the time of
Mr. Lcomis’ service there as United
States minister have been produced in
further elucldation of the Bowen-Loomis
controversy,

Clyde Brown, an employve of the com-
pany, brought them over from Philadel-
phia and today showed them to Secre-
tary of War Taft. They included the
check for $5,000 which Mr. Bean, the
company’s agent in Caracas, paid to Mr.
Loomis.

The books

howed that this payment
was entirely a matter of exchange. Mr.
Loomis having deposited with Mr. Bean
6,500 pesos zuc recelving the $5,000 in
American money, their exact equiva-
lent, in return. Mr. Brown's testimony
and that of the books thus completely
sustain the explunation made by Mr.
Loomis of this transaction.

Ira Atkinson, a former employe of the
asphalt company, was also examined kv
Secretary Taft today. He was one or
those named by Mr. Unwin on Saturday
as having, he thought, “whispered” to
him that a certain check made paya-
ble to Mr. Bean for $10,000 was really
intended for Mr, Loomis.

Mr. Atkinson positivelv denied that he
was one of the “whisnerers.” He also
denied any knowledge of any other
financial transaction in which Mr.

Loomis had been interested with the as-
phalt comnany.

SCHOLARS MARCH CALMLY
FROM BURNING SCHOOL

NEW YORK, March 12, — Fifteen
hundred girls.and boys marched quietly
out of public schocl No. 1, of Brooklyn,
today, while a flre raged in the base-
ment, fliling the building with smoke.

The children were well disciplined,
and the coolness of the teachers pre-
vented & panic

CZAR CONSENTS
TO MAKE PEACE

Count Cassini Presents Reply te President’s
Note Signifying Russia’s Willingness
to Name Plenipotentiaries.

CONFIDENCE AGAIN RESTORED
IN PROGRESS OF NEGOTIATIONS

Place of Meeting of Moscovite and Japan-

ese Envoys Has Not Yet Been Decided
Upon---Now Under Discussion.

Count Cassini, the Russian ambassador, t.odgy laid before the President
Russia’s formal answer to the President’s identical note of June 8.

It is to the effect that Russia assents to the President’s proposition and
will appoint plenipotentiaries to discuss with plenipotentiaries appointed
by Japan terms of pea:a.

The formal answer of Japan, of like character, already having been
ceanmunicated to the President, negotiations are assured. The place of
meeting of the peace envoys is now under consideraticn by the two gov-
ernments.

The above information is official.

COUNT CASSINI AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

The call of the Russian Ambassador Japan wculd be wiiling to terminate
was made at the White House shortly | hostilities.
after 1. o’clock. ‘Contrary to the usual Thus tha initial step toward peace
custem for deylight visits, Count Cas-! would have been taken.
sini presented himself at the main part Initial Step Taken.
of the White House, instead of at the _
Prestdent’s office in the west wing. In any event, the action of the com-
This fact, of itself, indicated the
portance of the interview.

im-
before peace could be formally declared.

Although Ambassador Meyver at St
3 So it does not make 2 great deal of
Petersburg had alrez_uiy transmitted the difterence - whether. the. eommissfoners
substance of Russia’s reply, the official

are given-plenary powers to draw uD &
treaty or nuot.

That the. President is gratified over
the favorable reception accorded hk
ncte, not ‘oniy by the belligerents, !mt
aiso by the world at large, goes
out sn:ying.
jovial madod on “his
[ from his week-end Virgt
S His RISt sords-io ﬂ-crettr) Tust wha -
o¥eeted him at the White House, werss:

“Are you still sitting on the Hd?”

Conferance With Taft.

The Secretary assured him that the
4 was siill down. Then followed an
kour's talk between the President and
his principal adviser.

1% was Intimated at the White House
this morning that no further offieial
statements would be issued regarding
the peace negotiations until the Japaa-
ese reply to tne President’s ncte should
be received in St. Petersburg and the
Russian reply in Tokvo.

it is expected that notice of tha re-
ceinpt of these answers by the t{wu gov-
ernments will be sent by Ambassader
Meyer and Minister Griscom today.

notification to the President was not
made until Count Cassini brought it in
person.

A npouncement of the names of the
ple iipotentiaries is expected within a
day or two,

Motwithstanding the rumors from St.
Fetersburg that Russia will not cloths
Fher commissioners with full power toj.
settie upon terms of peace, the feeﬂn,,
‘here that the end of the war is in sight
still continues.

’in connection with these rumors, at-
tention is called to the wording of the
President’s note, wherein he suggested
the appointment by the billigerents of
“plenipotentiaries or delegates.” 1t is
likely that he had in mind the possibie
disinclination of the Russian govern-
ment to give plenary powers to its rep-
resentatives.

Therefore he included the word “‘dele-
gates” as an alternative. He would be
quite satisfied if Russia should first
merely instruct her representatives to
obtain from the Japanese delegates, a
statement of the terms upon which

Diversity of Opinion
As to Peace Prospects

(Special Copyright Cable.) | tiens which are soon to be opened will

ST PETERSBURG, June 12—The! end. One thing is certain, and that is
questior. of peace rests with Japan. ituut the bureaucracy is not agreed to

the peace at any price idea.

It she offers t ] - x
If Japan simply anncunces hk

siders she can w

ms which Russia con-|
th honor accept, peace

er terms
v

R : 5 i
will be speedily arranged. 1f, however, a “.Rh the ultimatum that they must
i é the cession of Rus- | €ither be accepted or rejected. the ne-

demand Is made for
| sian territory, the dismantiing of Viad-
| ivostok, or an excessive indemnity, Rus-
sia will continue to fight.

Th's is the best opinion here. A high
official authority says this is the stand
taken by the Czar and his mecst power-
ful adv

gotiations are sure to come to an abrup®
cnd. Russia is prepared to bargain for
terms, and that is all. If sees that
the results of the bs
comparatively advanta ie
accept. If not, the war will go on.

Not Beaten Dewn.

Russia does not consider that she has
teen beatea down on her knees. She
believes that the position of Linevitch's
{ army entitics her to assume a strong at-
5 ' titude in discussing peace terms.

zeTsS.

Baron Rosen’s Task.
that Baron
Americ

Iz is generally understood
Rosen, the new ambassador
will represent Russia in the

to

1"‘,"1'“ Yo gorrespondent is informed that
inegoliaticns if.thu}-' are | i = {“; the question of indemnify will be
ington. Some definite steps will be tak- | one which will require the moest subtle
en probably within the next twenty-Iour |y, qiineg cn the part of the peace com-

clear-

hows, when the situation will b missioners, there is an egual chance
ed up somewhat. that the negotiations will bﬁ wrecked
4 > 'S¢ that there is no very ! over the future of Viadivostol

2 (',‘”? R ”l” x.i: An‘ ~:v\1c~l < Russia will not : e to thg abanden-
deep-seated hope here that therc wil irg of Viadivoste e o
a successful termination of negot & \1’\11\0:{0}\ is
tions at this time, | condition to resist a

According to the best , and that the Mikado's

‘ailable now no ‘““"‘ st capture it without sacri-
terms have re the a million m It is believed
crament {rom antroritad t if Japan forces the issue that

L'\K must be given upas 2 n.x\al
yar must continue.

President Is Attacked.

e
None is expeeted uatil the peace envoys|
get together.

Witte for Commissioner.

The announcement that M. Witte 1Is The atiitude assumed today by the re-
to go-abroad in a short time or busin actionary press shows that there is a
for the s e is taken u«s indic ¢ stroeng party in St. Pet burg working
he may head Russia’'s peace commis-|against peace. The newspapers which
sion. reflect the sentiment of this anti-peace

A significent editorial in Novee Vrem-| party today publish articles attacking

¥a this morning is exciting much com lent Rm ev 2
ment. It says: he Pres-

“There is no great prospect (vlvpv-:»r‘-x‘ —The u--nﬂ\oqde'tt
unless Jap: »r the slogan of "Asia _ [\ le :graph Company at
for the A 'td recogn ize that . Pete \b_n" v.lr«.a that the outlock
Russia in g and destiny fur peace is ndd as bright as it was yes-
is an Asiatic as well as an European | i.rday, owing] to the reports that “the

! power and be ready to conclude, not J‘g}dnw\e havd begun an offensive move-

peace, but an alliance.’ ment in Manchuria.

It conecludes: 3 Japan cam only re-

cognize that Russia must remain an .

Asiatic power as well as herselfl uhx]lurzb Ja,pa.n Not Amous NOW

ble and permanent peace is poss:ble.”
o s e To Counclude Peace
Many Minds Regarding Peace.

ST. PETERSBURG, June 12-—There} poRYO, June 12.—While the feeling is
are many rumors in regard to peace more hopeful here that the war with
today in government circles, but it is] p.ssia is soon to end, there is a strong
notable that hardly two ofHcials lcve :x iz attempting mercly

i feeling that b 231
gain time rather than to enter into

the same view. On making the rouna of i to

the offices today, at least seven d“i‘fr'Enc—g<,>tintlons ir good faith for the pur-
ent versions of what Russia is prepared | p of endinyg the war. If this is the
to accept in the way of peace demands | case she will gain little, if anything.
and what officials believe Japan is will- There has been no armistice as yet,
ing to agree to were heard. News from Manchurla indicates that
The faet is. that the Russian govern- | Oyama is making his position sironger,
| ment does not know how the uegetla- There is a firm belief here amounting tg

missioners weuld have to be approved.
by the Czar as well as by the Mikado




